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and  Cummins  (2010)  all  use  wealth  as  the  predictor  of  net  fertility.  However,  the  fact  that  the 
Cambridge data records parental occupation enables us to do a comparison of reproductive success 
based on occupational status. Moreover, since the will data occasionally reports the occupation of heirs, 
we  can  make  some  headway  beyond  the  Clark‐Hamilton  study  by  analysing  social  mobility  across 
generations within families. 
Another  drawback  of  the  Cambridge  data  is  the  data  missing  due  to  migration  out  of  the 







data  of  Clark  et  al.  also  include  men  from  urban  areas.  This  means  that  our  data  becomes  less 
representative as England urbanized – a point we will return to later. However, our data does also come 







between  fathers  and  sons.  When  available,  we  use  the  occupation  at  marriage  for  both  sons  and 




In  the  period  up  to  1825























































































1550 1600 1650 1700 1750
BornYear
Social groups:
7G e n t r y  / Independent
6M e r c h a n t s  / Professionals
5F a r m e r s
4 Traders
































Social group pre‐1725 1725‐1774 1775‐1824 Total N
7 1.00 0.91 1.00 0.96 53
6 0.67 0.76 0.84 0.79 153
5 0.45 0.83 0.89 0.84 113
4 0.67 0.95 0.90 0.91 112
3 0.67 0.87 0.82 0.83 298
2 0.31 0.66 0.56 0.59 185
1 0.50 0.29 0.29 0.30 376
Total 0.57 0.68 0.62 0.64




















virtually  identical  to  Figure  3
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Period Groups N Constant Std. error Pseudo R
2 Extra children
pre‐1575 6,7 vs. 1,2 357 1.125 0.461 *** 0.113 0.025 1.802
1575‐1624 6,7 vs. 1,2 1,470 1.084 0.354 *** 0.061 0.023 1.256
1625‐1674 6,7 vs. 1,2 1,789 1.089 0.226 *** 0.052 0.006 0.752
1675‐1724 6,7 vs. 1,2 2,203 0.861 ‐0.005 0.052 0.009 ‐0.011
1725‐1774 6,7 vs. 1,2 2,744 0.444 ‐0.009 0.053 0.016 ‐0.014






Figure  5  illustrates  the  mother’s  age  at  first  marriage  for  25  year  periods.  This  clearly 
corresponds to the pattern we saw in figure 3, since the groups with higher fertility simply got married 
earlier.









































































































Social group 15‐19 20‐24 25‐29 30‐34 35‐39 40‐44 45+
6,7 0.317 1.197 2.034 1.759 1.586 0.521 0.085
5 0.170 1.327 1.980 2.222 1.500 0.788 0.063
3,4 0.180 1.035 1.827 1.870 1.607 0.944 0.196
1,2 0.090 0.814 1.802 2.030 1.607 0.791 0.168
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Father's social group N (surviving sons) % marriage date known N (surviving sons) % marriage date known
7 716 17.0 162 17.3
6 1,355 22.9 795 21.1
5 931 26.7 624 21.2
4 1,223 20.6 584 19.9
3 2,185 21.0 1,911 18.5
2 2,289 20.9 1,274 22.8
1 2,287 20.4 2,898 22.4











group  2,  as  could  be  expected  taking  into  account  that  both  of  these  groups  concern  agricultural 
occupations.  Group 7 seems to be most persistent, with around 80% of sons born in this group being 
able  to  stay.  This  is  rather  intuitive  as  this  group  is  largely  concerned  with  titles,  rather  than  with 














7654321 T o t a l N
7 81.08 4.05 4.05 2.7 1.35 4.05 2.7 100 74
6 4.62 50 3.85 12.31 11.54 9.23 8.46 100 130
5 4.17 4.17 51.67 6.67 7.5 17.5 8.33 100 120
4 2.66 7.98 5.85 51.06 13.3 10.64 8.51 100 188
3 0.97 5.18 1.62 7.12 62.46 10.36 12.3 100 309
2 0.31 5.57 6.81 5.88 13 51.7 16.72 100 323
1 0 4.37 1.98 6.35 17.86 15.08 54.37 100 252
Total 5.73 9.53 8.09 12.82 23.64 20.99 19.2 100


































as  developmental  plasticity  means  that  genes  can  be  ‘activated’  or  ‘deactivated’  depending  on 
environmental conditions.
21 The implications of this are rather profound. It might well have been the 







7654321 T o t a l N
7 75 2.26 2.65 1.12 0.3 1.02 0.75 5.3 74
6 7.5 48.87 4.42 8.94 4.55 4.1 4.1 9.31 130
5 6.25 3.76 54.87 4.47 2.73 7.17 3.73 8.6 120
4 6.25 11.28 9.73 53.63 7.58 6.83 5.97 13.47 188
3 3.75 12.03 4.42 12.29 58.48 10.92 14.18 22.13 309
2 1.25 13.53 19.47 10.61 12.73 57 20.15 23.14 323
1 0 8.27 4.42 8.94 13.64 12.97 51.12 18.05 252
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100






















century  (see  for  example  Ferrie  and  Long  2010).  Our  evidence  suggests  a  longer  story  of  high  but 
decreasing social mobility before the nineteenth century, although much needs to be done to make our 
work fully comparable to studies of more recent years, where the methodology and the classification of 
socio‐economic  groups  is  usually  rather  different.  There  remains  in  fact  plenty  of  room  for  more 
research based on the evidence from the Cambridge data, not just in extending this analysis to the 
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Negative Binomial Regression Number of obs =7 0 4 7
LR chi2(28) =  223.01
Dispersion =m e a n P r o b  > chi2 =0
Log likelihood = ‐14957.6 Pseudo R2 =0 . 0 0 7 4
SurvSibshipSize Coef. Std. Err. z P>|z|
Group 7 0.166 0.048 3.470 0.001 0.072 0.260
Group 6 0.208 0.035 5.970 0.000 0.140 0.277
Group 5 0.164 0.040 4.100 0.000 0.085 0.242
Group 4 0.136 0.035 3.910 0.000 0.068 0.204
Group 3 0.093 0.029 3.170 0.002 0.036 0.151
Group 2 0.105 0.029 3.600 0.000 0.048 0.163
Aldenham 0.121 0.095 1.270 0.205 ‐0.066 0.308
Ash 0.050 0.113 0.440 0.658 ‐0.171 0.271
Austrey 0.196 0.095 2.060 0.039 0.010 0.383
Banbury 0.053 0.084 0.630 0.530 ‐0.111 0.217
Birstall 0.265 0.091 2.920 0.004 0.087 0.444
Bottesford 0.165 0.090 1.830 0.068 ‐0.012 0.342
Bridford 0.282 0.132 2.140 0.032 0.024 0.540
Colyton 0.099 0.091 1.090 0.275 ‐0.079 0.276
Dawlish 0.198 0.199 1.000 0.319 ‐0.191 0.587
Gainsbro ‐0.066 0.083 ‐0.800 0.425 ‐0.230 0.097
Gedling ‐0.117 0.261 ‐0.450 0.654 ‐0.628 0.394
GreatOakley ‐0.241 0.103 ‐2.340 0.019 ‐0.443 ‐0.039
Ipplepen 0.189 0.129 1.460 0.144 ‐0.065 0.442
Lowestoft ‐0.164 0.086 ‐1.900 0.057 ‐0.333 0.005
March ‐0.157 0.106 ‐1.480 0.140 ‐0.364 0.051
MorchardBishop 0.188 0.151 1.250 0.212 ‐0.107 0.483
Odiham 0.113 0.098 1.150 0.250 ‐0.079 0.304
Reigate ‐0.019 0.090 ‐0.210 0.834 ‐0.194 0.157
Shepshed 0.156 0.093 1.680 0.093 ‐0.026 0.337
Southill 0.086 0.087 0.980 0.325 ‐0.085 0.257
Terling 0.277 0.199 1.390 0.165 ‐0.114 0.668
Willingham ‐0.094 0.127 ‐0.740 0.458 ‐0.342 0.154
constant 0.944 0.083 11.340 0.000 0.781 1.108
/lnalpha ‐1.271 0.042 ‐1.352 ‐1.189















MarriageAge Coef. Std. Err. z P>|z|
Groups 6&7 ‐1.069 0.383 ‐2.790 0.005 ‐1.820 ‐0.318
Group 5 ‐1.734 0.523 ‐3.320 0.001 ‐2.760 ‐0.708
Groups 3&4 ‐0.681 0.289 ‐2.360 0.019 ‐1.249 ‐0.114
Aldenham ‐2.246 1.685 ‐1.330 0.183 ‐5.551 1.059
Ash 0.390 2.096 0.190 0.852 ‐3.720 4.500
Austrey ‐0.894 1.483 ‐0.600 0.547 ‐3.803 2.016
Banbury ‐0.246 1.330 ‐0.180 0.853 ‐2.854 2.363
Birstall ‐1.191 1.340 ‐0.890 0.374 ‐3.819 1.437
Bottesford 0.519 1.399 0.370 0.710 ‐2.224 3.263
Bridford ‐0.017 2.176 ‐0.010 0.994 ‐4.286 4.252
Colyton 0.333 1.395 0.240 0.811 ‐2.404 3.070
Dawlish 7.381 3.115 2.370 0.018 1.272 13.490
Gainsbro ‐0.732 1.321 ‐0.550 0.579 ‐3.322 1.858
Gedling ‐0.884 1.971 ‐0.450 0.654 ‐4.749 2.981
GreatOakley 1.701 2.025 0.840 0.401 ‐2.271 5.673
Ipplepen 0.560 2.786 0.200 0.841 ‐4.903 6.024
Lowestoft ‐0.657 1.343 ‐0.490 0.625 ‐3.292 1.978
March 1.514 3.714 0.410 0.684 ‐5.771 8.799
MorchardBishop 3.275 1.879 1.740 0.082 ‐0.410 6.961
Odiham ‐1.465 1.436 ‐1.020 0.308 ‐4.282 1.352
Reigate ‐1.121 1.414 ‐0.790 0.428 ‐3.895 1.653
Shepshed 1.484 1.408 1.050 0.292 ‐1.277 4.245
Southill ‐1.243 1.402 ‐0.890 0.376 ‐3.992 1.507
Terling 1.491 3.714 0.400 0.688 ‐5.795 8.776
Willingham 1.211 2.025 0.600 0.550 ‐2.761 5.183














AgeLastBirth Coef. Std. Err. z P>|z|
Groups 6&7 ‐0.153 0.627 ‐0.240 0.808 ‐1.384 1.079
Group 5 ‐1.253 0.941 ‐1.330 0.183 ‐3.099 0.594
Groups 3&4 0.355 0.507 0.700 0.484 ‐0.640 1.351
Aldenham ‐0.370 2.351 ‐0.160 0.875 ‐4.985 4.244
Ash 3.608 2.552 1.410 0.158 ‐1.401 8.618
Austrey ‐0.601 2.136 ‐0.280 0.779 ‐4.795 3.593
Banbury 0.360 1.771 0.200 0.839 ‐3.117 3.837
Birstall ‐1.194 1.753 ‐0.680 0.496 ‐4.635 2.246
Bottesford 1.447 1.908 0.760 0.449 ‐2.300 5.193
Bridford 0.547 2.801 0.200 0.845 ‐4.952 6.045
Colyton 1.721 1.927 0.890 0.372 ‐2.062 5.504
Dawlish ‐2.229 3.752 ‐0.590 0.553 ‐9.594 5.136
Gainsbro 0.682 1.734 0.390 0.694 ‐2.722 4.086
Gedling 0.213 4.485 0.050 0.962 ‐8.591 9.018
GreatOakley 4.494 4.453 1.010 0.313 ‐4.247 13.235
Ipplepen ‐1.151 3.396 ‐0.340 0.735 ‐7.817 5.514
Lowestoft ‐0.247 1.777 ‐0.140 0.890 ‐3.735 3.242
March 0.400 4.482 0.090 0.929 ‐8.399 9.199
MorchardBishop 0.365 2.909 0.130 0.900 ‐5.346 6.075
Odiham ‐2.875 2.037 ‐1.410 0.159 ‐6.875 1.124
Reigate 0.577 2.087 0.280 0.782 ‐3.520 4.673
Shepshed 1.521 1.930 0.790 0.431 ‐2.268 5.309
Southill ‐0.193 1.908 ‐0.100 0.919 ‐3.938 3.551
Willingham 3.070 3.392 0.910 0.366 ‐3.588 9.727








F(25, 5967)  =6 . 7 9 0




AvrgSpacing Coef. Std. Err. z P>|z|
Groups 6&7 ‐3.587 0.508 ‐7.070 0.000 ‐4.582 ‐2.592
Group 5 ‐1.040 0.685 ‐1.520 0.129 ‐2.383 0.302
Groups 3&4 ‐1.297 0.401 ‐3.230 0.001 ‐2.084 ‐0.510
Aldenham 1.952 1.731 1.130 0.260 ‐1.442 5.346
Ash ‐0.825 2.050 ‐0.400 0.688 ‐4.844 3.195
Austrey ‐0.173 1.678 ‐0.100 0.918 ‐3.462 3.116
Banbury ‐1.939 1.438 ‐1.350 0.178 ‐4.759 0.880
Birstall 0.780 1.576 0.490 0.621 ‐2.310 3.870
Bottesford ‐0.561 1.565 ‐0.360 0.720 ‐3.629 2.507
Bridford 5.158 2.369 2.180 0.029 0.514 9.801
Colyton 1.433 1.605 0.890 0.372 ‐1.714 4.580
Dawlish 2.032 3.729 0.540 0.586 ‐5.279 9.342
Gainsbro ‐2.705 1.431 ‐1.890 0.059 ‐5.509 0.100
Gedling 12.189 4.333 2.810 0.005 3.695 20.683
GreatOakley ‐3.373 1.819 ‐1.850 0.064 ‐6.939 0.193
Ipplepen 2.622 2.288 1.150 0.252 ‐1.863 7.107
Lowestoft ‐0.140 1.471 ‐0.100 0.924 ‐3.024 2.743
March ‐5.146 1.807 ‐2.850 0.004 ‐8.688 ‐1.604
MorchardBishop ‐0.736 2.679 ‐0.270 0.783 ‐5.988 4.516
Odiham ‐1.273 1.804 ‐0.710 0.481 ‐4.810 2.264
Reigate 0.899 1.572 0.570 0.567 ‐2.182 3.981
Shepshed 1.587 1.613 0.980 0.325 ‐1.576 4.750
Southill ‐0.171 1.526 ‐0.110 0.911 ‐3.163 2.820
Terling ‐0.953 3.431 ‐0.280 0.781 ‐7.679 5.774
Willingham ‐2.131 2.197 ‐0.970 0.332 ‐6.437 2.176
constant 33.053 1.413 23.390 0.000 30.282 35.824
[95% Conf. Interval]